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The ABC
ofauthors
rights

-

copyright n. an author's legal
right to reproduce, sell, publish, etc.
a work ofmusic, literature, etc.

ACCORDINGtoProfessorChaiyos
Hemarajata of Chulalongkorn
University's faculty of law, copy-
right protection is nowextendedto
cover, in addition to written mate-
rials or publications: speech, pic-
tures, musical notes, art works,
and video and audio recordings.
Exceptions include daily news, the
Constitution and laws, govern-
ment public announcements, court
rulings and the translation of
these materials.
0 To warrantprotectionunder

the copyright lawWs,a work must
exist ina material form.
O Copyright covers one group of

"intellectual properties" that can
beprotected by law. Others include
trademarks and inventions.
O The copyright laws in Thai-

land offer protection for the cre-
ator's (or creators') lifetime plus 50
years. If there ismore thanonecre-
ator, the protection extends 50
years beyond the death of the long.
est-lived.
O The latest copyright law in

Thailand (1978) provides for both
fines and imprisonment for
violators.
O There are two major conven-

tions on copyright: the Berne Con-
vention, with 76 members, which
Thailand joined in 1908; and the
Universal Copyright Convention,
which the United States belongs.
to. Certain countries, among them
Japan, belong to both conventions.


